Present indications for direct myocardial revascularization.
The present indications for direct myocardial revascularization in coronary arteriosclerosis are discussed. It is important to establish a universally acceptable classification of myocardial ischemia and such a classification is proposed. Without this classification, the advantages and disadvantages of medical and surgical treatment cannot be analyzed. Ergometric studies are of great value in deciding between medical and surgical treatment. Cine coronary angiography is essential in the accurate diagnosis and selection of patients for surgery. It is a safe procedure, even when undertaken in an emergency situation. The success of surgical therapy for coronary arteriosclerosis is emphasized and its superiority over medical treatment for most forms of angina pectoris is demonstrated.